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“  QHAPTER L

As Clarence Hrint, president of the
‘Robles Land company, and husband of
the rich 'widow of John Peyton, of the
Robles ranch, mingled with the ontgo-
g sudience of the Cosmopolitan thea-
‘ur ot Ban Fraeisco, he elicited ;.he
wual mmiting nods and recognition due
10 hingood lools and good tortune. But
. oo b hurriediy dlipped thraugh the still
Ningering winter's niin into the smort
enupe that was awnlting him, and gave
tlie order "home,” the word struok him
with a peoullarly ironical significanee.
His home wos o handwome one, wnd
Inelced nothing inappolntmentand om-
1 fort, but he bad gone to the thenter to
avade its hollow loneliness, Norwas it
because hin wife was not there, for he
‘hatl & miserable conselonaness that h;;

temporagy absenee had nothing to

with his homelessness,

The disteaction of the theater over,
that dull, vague, but uching sense of
loneliness which was daily growing np-
an liim, returned with greater vigor,

He leaned bock in the coupe, and
zloomily reflested.

e luud been maitied scareely a year,

. yet even in the luslons of the honey-
moen, the woman, older than himeell
ol the widow of his ald patron, had

e Fr It unconsclovsly reasserted hernelf,

o dlipped biok into the domination of
) Lot ol poaition,
- 14 vas nt first plensant enough—this

L il moternal protectorate, which is
i even apt to mingle with the afectious

of younger women—and Clarencs in his
sy half-feminine intuition of the sex,
‘yielded, &5 the strong are spt 1o yield,
throngh the very conselonsness of thicir

R ,: oy superiority. But this is o quality

L

the grize, wud

the womnn who hos onee tasted equal

are notaptio

! power with her busband, not only does

not carily relegate It, but even makes
its gontinuance s test of the affeclions,
The usual triumphant feminine con-
clusion: “Then you nolonger loveme,”
had in Clarence's brief experience gone
even farther and resched its inscruta-
: ble elimax—*“they 1 nolonger love you"™
—although shown only in & momentary
i ‘hardening of the eye nnd voice. Andadd-
ed to thin was his sudden but confused
: remembrance that he had seen that eye
- and heard that volee inmarital alterca-
thon during Judge Peyton's life, and
that be himself, her boy partiean, had
sympathized withher.
Yet, strange to say, this had given

bl |

"' bim more pain thap her occasional

other reversions to the past—to her old
of him when he was o youth-

Rt ful protege of her hosband's, and a

L presunied suitor of her adopted daugh-

- ter Sony.

Igh.noatures are more apt to forgive
winng done to themselves than any Ab-
striet injustice. And her capriciona
tyranny over her dependents and serv-
didle, or an unreasoplog enwity to a

. neighbor or friend, outroged lis finer

|| - sense piore than lier own misconeoption

of limsell Nordid he dream that this
wan a thing mostwomen seldom under-
stantl, ornaderstanding, ever forgrive.
The vonpe mtthed over the stones or
wwiried through the muddy pools of the
main thorouglifares. Newspapers il
telegruphic offees were still beillinnily
tit, and crowds were guthierel among
= the ulletin bourds, Heknew that news
had arrived from Washington thal even-
A ing of the firat aotive outbrenls of seces-
wion, anl that the city was breathiless
with excitement.

Had he not just come from the then-
tir where certoin inslgnificant allu-
alons in the play had been sulidenly

. enught up anl eheered or hissed by
I hitherto unknown partisnns, to the

- il ptemishment of o mijority of the

nudienes comfurtably seithed (o money-

getting and their own affairs alone?

Had e notappluvded, albeit half scorn-

= fulig, the pretty actress—his old ploy-

1 mate Busy—who had mudaciously and
ull incongruoualy waved the American
flugzin their fnces?

Yeal he bad known it; had lived for
the last few weeks inan atmosphere
cleetrically surcharged with it—omd yet
I Dk ehiefly aftected hint in s person-
al essmess. For his wife was u

| poutherner, a born sluvcholder, ‘and a
seoesnionist. whode noted prejulices to
the north had even outrun her jate hun-
band's polities. .
¥ At firstthe plquancy and recllesaness
of her opinionative spesch nmused hin
on part of her charneteristie flavor, o
s o lingering youthfulness, which the
maturer intelleet nlways pordouy.

4 He bad never talen ler polities serl-

* usly—why should he? With her hens
ou his'shonlder be had lstened to he

" extrovagant disteibes against thenortl;

. he had forgiven lier outrugeous indict
mentuof hin cante nnd his associnten for
the slie of the imperious but bandsome
Lipn that uttercd them,

Thit when he wan compalled fh listen
to lier words echoed and d by

often wondered, with his old conselen-
tiousness and charoteristic salfumbne:
gation, whether his own political eon-
vietlons were npt merely & revialsion
from his domestio tymany and alien
surrouindingni

Tu the midss of this gloomy retro-
spetit the colpe stopped with a jerk
weford il own houswe.  The door was
ulekly Gpondil By 6 kervanl who ap-
wared b L awalting i,

“Bame otie by wee you in the lbeary,
wine ) wakd (R o, enil—"" he hesitated
ipd bowdedd fovaied the eoupe,

“Weld,! said Clarence; impatiently.

"He snitl, siv, 8 how you were not to
wendd awoy the eurringe”

“hdeed, and who s 117" demanded
Clarence sharply,

“Mr. Itooker. He said 1 was to say
Jim Hooker,"

The mvmettary annoyauce fn Cloar-
ciee's fuce ¢hanged to n look of re-
fective ouviosity.

“He sail he Knew you were at the
theater, aud he would walt until you
came Jome,” eotnthnnid the men, dubi-
oully vatehlng Bis muster's fiee. e
don't know yor've eonwe in, sir—and—
unn 1esn voslly goe vid of him"

N0 nuitter now, 'l see him—and,”
atdded Clareses with a fuint amile, "let
the carvinge wait."

Yelun he turned toward the library
lie wan by uo meany sertain that an in-
terview with the old pssocinte of his
boyliood unter Juilge Pegton's guornd-
ianship would divert his miml. Yot he
Jet o trace of Bis o bt nor of his pust
gloom show in his face us he entered
L room,

Mr. Hooker was apparently examin-
inge the elegunt furniture and loxurious
aetoimodations with his usunl resent-
ful enviousness. Clarence had got a
“woft thing." ‘Fhat it was suore or leas
the result of his “urtfulness,” and that
lie was undnly “puffed up" by it, were
in Hooker's charucteristic reasoning
enuully clear.

As his hoat smilingly advanced with
outstretched hand, Mr. Hoolier's efforts
1o assume & proper abstraction of man.
ner and contemptoons indifference to
Clarende’s surronndings, which should
wounid his vanity, ended in bis lolling
badlc at full length in thi chair with his
eves o the ceiling,  Hut, remembering
suddenly that he was really the bearer
of a message to Clarence, it atruck him
that hin supine position waa, from a
theatrical view point, tnfelicitous,

In his experience of the stage be had
never delivered o message in that way.
He rose nwkwardly to lis feet,

“It was so good of you to wall," sald
Clarence courteously.

“Baw you in the theater,” sald Hook-
er, bronquely. “Thimd row in par-
quet, Busy said it waa you and had
suthin' to say to you, Buthin' you
owht to know," he continued, with o
glight return of hin old ‘mystery of
munmer, which Clarence so well remem-
bered.  “You saw her—alio fetched the
liouss with that fing business, eh? Bhe
knowa which way the cat is goin' to
Jump—you bet. I tell you, for ull the
Iloswing of these secessionists, the
tiulvn's goin’' to pay! Yes, sirl" He
atgpped, glneed around the handsome
o dud added, darkly: “Mebbe bet-
ter than thin"

With the memory of Hooker's char-
noierintio fondness for mystery still in
lin mind, Clarence overiooked the in
woenido, and said, amiling;

“Why didu't you bring Mrs. Hoeler
here? 1 should have been houored with
her eompmny.”

Mr, Hooker frowned alightly at this
seeming levity. “Never goes out sfte
u performonce. Nervous exhauat

wrhole passago was redolent with s |

v blending of damp cooking,
clgnrette smoke anid patehonli,

Putting the tray aside with his foot,
Mr. Hooker ujeuntl the door lesitating-
15 ‘aud peored lito the voom, mutterel
& few Indistinot words, which were fol-
Jowed by u raplil rustiing of skirts,anid
then, with his hand still oo the doeor-
knob, turning to Clicrence, who hnd dis
ereeily balted on the threshold, flung
the door open theatrivilly and bade
him enter.

“8he i somewhere in the suite," he
added, with n large wave of the hand
towards o toor that was still oselllat:
Ing. "l hore oo winl"

Clarenee ook In the apartment with
o gquiek plance, Tt furtiliuse had the
frayed nud discolored spleniors of i
public parlor which had Deon privately
umed nnd mnlirented; Lo were slaii
in the large medolliowed carpet, tin
gilded veneer hudl boen chipped from o
henvy center table, showing the rough.
white deal beneath, which gave it Lhe
appearsnes of o stage ¥ iy, s
wally paneled with gilt-framed  mir-
rors reflected wvery dowestie detuil o
with ah less puls

private
lielty.

A damp waterproof shawl and open
newspaper were Iying acrom the once
brillisnt sofn; o powder puff, a plato
of fruit and a play book were an the con:
ter table, and wt the marble topped
sidehoard was Mrs. Hoober's second-
bent hist, with o soiled collar, evidently
bul latély exchuoged for the ope he
had on, peeplng aver I brim.

Tho whole apartiment betmetl o min:
gle the lurtive diselosuves of the dress-
ugroam with the open oatentulions of
the stage, with even n wlight sugges-
tion af the auditorium in o few sean
teredl programmes oo the floor wwd
<hairs,

The louer door opeacd agnin with o
slight theatriesl sinrt, and Jusy i un
eloburate dréssing gown moved lan
guldly itto the room,

Bhe apparontly had not had time to
chouge her underakirt, for there wae
the dust of the stage on its deliediy
luge edging ws she threw horsell intoan
armchalr and erosaed bev pretty slip
pered fevt before her,

Jder face wis pale, fte pallor incan:
tiously increased by powder, and s
Clirenee Jooked at lts atill youthi!,
charming outline he was not perbape
vorry thist the exquisite piok and whiie
#kin beneath, whicl be b once Kisseld,
was hidden from that awakened recol.
lection.

Yet there woa little tenoe of Lhe pirl
inly Susy ity the pretty but premnturely
Suded nvtress bofore him, amd he it
mamentarily relieved, It was heryonth
und fredhness appealing to his own
youth and imagination that he had
loved—not Ler,

Yet s aho greeted Kim with o sligin
exugreration of glance, voioe ani v
ner, he remembered that even an o girl
she wus an actress,

Nothing of this, however, was in hix
voice aud moanner as be gently thankerd
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ber for the opportunity of Ing ber
sguin, And he was frank—for the di-

“Tweonly 10 sy the word, Lo huvs Ber shus up
in Fort Adostres this very night."
version he had expected be had found;
he aven was consciows of thinking more
Kindiy of his wite who bad supplanted

her,

"1 tolil Jim he must fetch you, if ho
hud o carey you," she said, striling
the gilm of her haxd with lee fun, )
glancieg ot ber husbond; 1 reckoy he
fucssed why—though 1 didn't tell him
=1 don't tell Jim everything."

Here Jim wrose, and, looking ut kin®

Léft hier it our rooms io Markot street.
We can drive there in ten minutes.
That'w why I ssked the carrisge to
walt."

Clarence hesitated. Without caring
in the Jeant to renew the acquaintance
of his olil playmate snd sweetheast, o
meeting thot night in some vague way
# o him & providentjal diver-
slon, Nor waa he decelved by any
gravity in the message; with his ro-
lembrace of Busy's theatrical ten-
denvivs, e wos yuite prepared for any
capricious futile extravagance.

“You ure sure we will not disturb
her?" ho said, politely.

“No~ »

Clurence led the way to the carriage,
1t Mr. Hooler expected him duriog the
Jjourney (o tey to divine the purport
of Busy's messuge he was disappointed.
lis companion did not allude to i,
podslisly Jooking upon it ns & eombined
theateleal performance. Clarence pre-
forred to walt for Susy as the better
netor,

The earringe rolled rapidly through
the now deserted streets and, ot last,
under the directions of Mr, Hooker,
who was leaning half out of the win-
dow, it drew up at o middle-class res-
on whose still 1t and stewm-

her ftlends and fnmily; when he found
thot with the clannishness of her moee
¢he Hud drawn closer to them fn this
controverny—tlnt ahe depended upon
thum for her intelligence and informa-
tion eather thon npon him—he had
awvakened to the reality of hissituntion.
Hp had bomme the allusions of her
‘hrother, whose olil scoru for his de-

1 t Sl 1 |lud'|un Tl d -‘:

her glster's marringe, anil was now

‘ eoneenled,
I m he Ll nover altered his

e polivied | and soelal oreed in

S -1 : e e
hlu..'

=

ing windows were some ostentatious-
ly public apariments, acevsaible from
o side entrance.

A they wsoended thoe slaivcass to-

ther it become evident that Mr.

ooler was scarealy more at his esse
in the character of host than he had
been ns guest,

Ie muared gloomily at s descending
visitor, grunted sudibly at & walter in
the passage, and stopped before o door
whore # recently deposited tray dis-
played the hnlf-enten carcass of o fowl,

i pases £

wateh, “g 1 he'dd run over tothe
Liek house and get some cigam.”

I 1 weas moting wpon some hint from
his wife s simulation wius so Ladly
dove that Clarence felt hils first sense
ol uncesipess. Dt ox Hooker closil
the door nwlvenrdly and ontentationsly
Lehind him, Clarenes smiliugly sait lie
had waited 1o hear dhe messuge from
her own lipe,

“lim only huows what be's heurd out-
siddes the talk of men, you know, nod ho
liears . jood deal of that; more, por.
haps, than you do. 1t was that which
put me up to finding oot the truth,
And T dide't rest (il Laid, 1'onot to
e fooldl, Clibenes—you don't winding
eilling you Clarence, mow we'se hyth
mareied and done for—and o not the
kind to be fooled by nnybody from the
low counties—and that's the Iobles
ranicho, T'masouthern woinan myself,
fromy Missourd, but 'm for the unlon
first, loat and all the tine, aml 1 call
myself 4 muteh for any ey, dbwilling,
lanleslinging shavéholders aml slave-
holileresses—whether  they'ro  mixed
blood Jiepven only knows, or what—or
their ‘tefends 'or relations—or the dirty
half Sponish grandees and their mixed
lalf nigger peons wihio temokle to them.
You bet!"” )

His bloof had atirred quickiy authe
mention of the Robles rancho, but the
reut of Subl'n speecl was tog ek 1o
the veln'of her old extiarigance to
touel hig werioudly,

He foupd himsell oyly considering
how strange it was that the old petn-
Innes ond impulsiveness of herpivhood
was notunlly bringing bagk with it her
pink eheeks ani) brillingt eyes,

“You surély didn't pake Jim to bring
me ere,™ lewmald imitingiy, “Yo tell me
that Mrs. P "'~<he corrected him-
sl h;ntll,r.un malidhous sparkle came
into Busy's ‘eyes—"that my wife
~wht & | wiain, w4d provas
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bly sympathized with berolaas? Wil
1 don't know that 1 hould blame o
for that any more thao she abouid
llnrmee me for being & northern won
antl an undonlst!”

“Anl nhe doesn't blame you?" aake:!
busy, sueeringly.

The color eame alightly into Clar-
vnee's eheek, but before he could reply
the wetress wdded:

“No—gle prefem to use you,"

“1 don't think T understapd you,”
mid Clarence, rising ealdly.

“No—you don't understand her!” re.
torted Suny, sharply, “Look here, Cli
enee Hrant, you're right; T didn't anl:
you here to tell you—whot you nud
nverybody knows-—that your wife ina
southerner. [ didn't sk you here v
tell you whateverybody susjietls—that
she turns you round her Hitde finger,
But D'did aak you bere to tll you, whit
nobody, not even you, suspects, but
whiet T know!  And that in that she's
i braitor—oand more, o upy! And thit
've only got to say the word-—or seni
that man Jim to suy the word —to hnve
lior shragged out of hor copperhead den
at Robles rancho, and sbut up in Fort
Aleatrez this very night!"

Sulll with the pink glowing In her
rountling eheek, and eyes snopping 11k
plintered | sapphives, ale ross 1o bt
sot, With her pretty shoulders lifed,
wr el hondy and white teath both
lighitly clenched, and took o step (o-
arda lim,

(T Lo eantinued . )
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